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Marlow Historical Society, Marlow NH, 03456

it's a new vear, and we are excited ahour
resurrecting our newsterer. We hope to
bring vou up to date on new fems in
olr callection, our upcoming programs,
and events both in Marlow and bevond
that vou might like to oitend. We'd like
tor think of our Soclety as aluways making
connections  befwesn  Marlow's  past,
present, and future, building up the "Hes
that bird" ws afl fogether. Thank vou for
joining  us in owr 2012 odventure,
Together we can assure that Marlou's
history is praserved, and cherished
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Tinshop Pond Fence

In January 2011 lhe Marlow Histodceal
Saciety hegan our efforts ta ralze aver
511,004 to reconatruct the Tinshop Pand
Fence in the atyle and materials vaed
the past, Built in 16 & scctons and
spanning 224 [, it was the anly segirent
atlll standing from the graceful fences that
woeriled hedr way up o down the stoeels
of the village. Almost  imimexdialely
denations  poured  in from  individuals,
familics, buaineases, corporadons, local
organizations and students. Many of the
donnrs sponscred a 2 T section of fence far
S170.00

By late October 2011 we had ratsed over
$11.500 and The DMopmdnovk Feooe
Comparny was putting on the finizhing
tmches to the "new” fence. Through the
ciforts of Genevewe Ells the Sodety
recently received our second granl o
Fszenn Mohbil, this grant will help fund the
construction and installatton of a donors
Plague and maintenenance of the fence o
the pear future.
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Every Bequest Tells a Story.....

one current M.H.S, project is reviewiang our colleclion io wentify, organize, and better
conserve what we have, We plan (o relate each artifact 10 Marlow, Each ilem tells a story.
Wheat dnes 1t rell ahoat the family from which it came and ahoes Marload'a paat? Amnng ather
other gifls to the MH.S, mustum s one made in 2004 by Charlotte Graves of Washington, NH
and Ware, MA, The gift consisted of objects and ephemera.

Among the ephemera are a New Year's Ball danee carvd. The ball was hebd at Marlow's
Forest House Tuesday evening, Jan, 1, 1283, The delicate rose an the cover and the tasseled
sllken cord speak of the elegance of the occaston. The nstde tells us that the affalr featured a
grand march and an inlennission with supper. and that te evening was lvely with conlros
and quadrilles, There were waltzes, polkas, a schottische, a reel, and hnenpipes. Also amoeng
the ephemera are photographs of Alonzo Gliver Brown and Ellen Jane Spaulding Brown (Ms.
Graves greal grandparents). a program of Marlow Academy fall term closing exercises of
1872, and affidavits signed by Marlow Selkectmen declaring Ellen Brown's fitness to teach
primary schocl and attesting that she is "1 persan of seber life and conversation and good
maral character.” A letter from Dudley H. Lewda, born in Marlow tn 1818 and Jdlled when
Lhroem from @ stage in 1879, is included, Mr, Lewis, a wool merchant, moved wilh his wilfe
Charlatte fram Marlow to Boston in 1838 where he remained ten years before relurning (o
Marlow. The letter, dated Jan. 24, 1847, shows the formality of the perled. Although it 1s
addressed to his son in Unity. NLH., it begins, "] with pleasure ait down dils evening to
address a fow lines to vou through the medium of the post.” He tells of a great fire which came
teear his Boston house and place of business, Each item illuminates the pazt like o eandle in
the darl.

Each object Ms. Graves gave also tells ©a stoey and leaves us with questions. We have
Bertram Brown's faney sille handkerchiel [rorm when he was a Marlow band boy plaving at the
Alsteadl Faie. We have a large square cloth muffler which had helonged ta Dudley Harvey
Lewda. Witly ita exotic orange, blue, and lavender patsley deaign, it 15 clearly an Indlan import.
gymbolic of wealth and Victorian elegance. He muat have done well in the wool business. We
have a fine linen towel. spun and woven by Mehitable Way Lewids, another of Ms, Graves' greal
grandmolbers. This reinforces Elgin Jones statement that Mardow people grew and spaim flax,
Mehitable's anceator, Christopher Way avd her hushand's ancestor, Eber Lewis settled in
Marlow in 1767,

Mosl interestingly, we have @ paic of slippers which had belonged Lo Dadley Harvey Lewis
sor, [hadley Harris Lewis, born in Marlow in 1787 who had married Eirley [or Early) Gee,
daunghter of Solomon Gee, a cloth merchant whe built a saw null here. Theac slippera are
remarkable. Fivst, they are like & woman's size five or s tiny for a man. Second. cach i3
shaped [rom a single plece of leather, Third. they are moceasins made of soft deerskin and
decorates] with ribbon, tiny stitches, and bead work, Each head is smaller than a pin
hiead The “sippera” ratse questlons. Could there have been a Native Amcrican in the Lewls
Larasily'® Tleewl =ominm unlihely os ee Uie Lowyis goicalogty o cloar Lech b Massaclowsslls jn
1655 and tn Wales. What tribe made thes>? Were they made by Algenaguins and tradedd for
locally’? Were they from the Western fur trade which was .slrendy Iwisk in Ohio and the Great
Lakes area before Dudley Hairts Lewds died in 18597 Some of Marlow's own. such as Stephen
Marl, were involved. If the slippers came down from Canada, that tells another story. This
Iezrs investigation,

Laodganne foster




Notes from the Archive

I spent much of the month of
November and some of the warmer
days in December reorganizing our
little Archives Room on the second
floor of the Methodist Chapel, in
order for us to make use of the space
more efficiently..

Among our treasures are a number of
issues of the Cold River Journal - a
weekly newspaper published in
Alstead - from the 1890s and from
1902 - 1904, Marlow regularly
submitted news, which give us a
glimpse at what life was like in those
days. Here are some items from the
Journal:

Dec. 8, 1892

“Dexter Washburn of Marlow has
trapped 50 foxes, 50 skunks.
100 muskrats, 20 minks and 20
coons."

March 2, 1893
Because of back-to-back snowstorms

“the Forest Stage was not able to get
over Stoddard Hills until Friday.”

March 7, 1893

Traveling was very bad - snow
continually filling the road. "Mr.
Beard, the mail carrier from Marlow to
Alstead, brought in the mail on his
back. He was unable to get over this
side of W. Whittemore with his team.”

Feb. 1, 1902
“Many of our townspeople have been

busy culting and storing ice for the
coming season. The ice is said to be
of finc quality.”

March 12, 1904

At the School Meeting "it was voted
to raise $2.00 more than the amount
required by law Jor school purposes,
and the sum of $30.00 [or repair of
schoolhouses."

These are just a few examples of the
fascinating material I found. It was
with regret that 1 had to stop when it
got too cold, since we don't have heat
upstairs. In future newsletters we will
ofler you more snippets from our
collection.
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Membership

To the members of the Marfow
Historical Society:

Please be assured thal we don't
cver take you for granted. Dues and
generous donations are the
lifeblood of the society, They make
it possible for us to restore and
preserve local structures of
historical and architectural
significance, and to enrich and
maintain our museum and
archives.

Certainly we can only concentrate
on one major project each year. In
2011, Marlow's 250th anniversary,
we rebuilt the Tinshop Pond Fence,
which is an integral part of the
Marlow Village landscape. In the
spring we will install a plagque with
the names ol the donors - nearly a
hundred of them, including the
three students from the Perkins
School Class of 20111

We have now formed a committee
to explore the continued restoration
of Murray Hall. During the past few
years a lot has been achieved: new
roof, removal of a collapsed
addition, stabilizing the foundation,
re-glazing and repair of all the
windows. painting of the whole
building, etc.

The committee will decide what
work needs to be done next. If you
are interested in joining the group
you may contact one of our board
members.

We wish you all a happy and
healthy New Year.

Contact us if you wish to
purchase a 250th Anniversary
Puzzle done by our own
Stephanie Tickner. All profits go
to the Society, and the cost is
only $20.00.

Mark Your
Calendar!

Sunday,
April 29
2:30 p. m.
Jones Hall

Lecture:
"Runaway Wives"

Fodesk e ok

Runaway Wives Come
Back

Yes, this program sponsored by the
NH Humanities Council will retum
to Jones Hall on April 29th, at 2:00
p-m. Historlan Marcla Schmidt-
Blaine will lecture on the reasons
why colonial women "ran away"
from  marriages, and  what
happened {o them afler they did.
Come and enjoy a marvelous
aflernoon with us. The Marlow
Women's Socicty will be co-hosting
this cvent with us, and will be
helping to provide a beautiful and
delicious Afternoon Tea for all who
attend. This event is free, and
please bring your friends!

2012 Officers

President: Joanne Thomas

Vice President: Maria Baril
Secretary: Loisanne Foster
Treasurer: Mary Blank

Directors: Gen Ells ; Johanna Kent

Finduson
_f Facebook

www.marlowhistoricalsociety.org






