Society's Mission is to preserve and illuminate Marlow's History

SCHOOL STARTS — Construction of the new Marlow elementary school begins Saturday
with groundbreaking. From left are Francis Pockett, school board member; Kate Perkins,
donor of land for the school; John Menton, assistant school superintendent; Stanley B. Tufts
I Fall in Regional superi and John Perkins Jr. (Sentinel Photo-Ferriter) I

This article about an esteemed Marlow citizen for whom the
Marlow school is named, and includes the recollections of his
grandchildren Marie Freeman and Bobby Perkins, which bear
witness to the love and respect they felt for him.

John Dewey Perkins, Sr.

John Dewey Perkins Sr. was born May 1, 1898 in Greenwich,
Rhode Island, to John Palmer Perkins and Florence Alma Harrington,
of English descent. He had an older sister, Annie Clara Perkins, born
in 1897.

His father died when he was 3 months old. His mother remarried
when he was 6 years old to David Olney Knight, and they moved to
Marlboro NH. Three half brothers completed the family: Ernie and
Everett (twins) and David Knight. They lived in Acworth running a
sawmill and gas station.

He married Catherine Cheplick on October 23, 1921. Catherine’s
family operated a dairy farm in Alstead. They had two sons: John D.
Jr., and Walter Frank, and lived in Marlow in the little red house on
Route 10, just north of the State Barn.

The house had electricity and a well pump for water in the kitchen,
and toilet facilities in the barn. Marie recalls that they kept a couple
of heads of cattle, chickens, dogs, cats, and their grandchildren’s pet
critters, including a goat, hedgehog, rabbits, and woodchucks. The
land where the Marlow school is now located used to be “the farm”.
Mr. Perkins was also extremely proud of his vegetable garden; and he
owned a John Deere tractor that he kept on a knoll in order to give it
arolling start. (continued, Page Three)

Fall 2016

The Gees Come to Town

In 1767 one of our first settlers, Solomon Gee, came from
Lyme, Connecticut with his wife Martha, and children Leuman,
Molly and Abner. After a long trip up the Connecticut River to
Walpole, and then a hard trek over the hills, they reached their
land in Marlow one evening after dark. They spent that first night
under the shelter of their overturned cart. Most of us are familiar
with the narrative. Our Loisanne Foster wrote a play about it, and
it was performed by the children of the John D. Perkins Sr.
Academy.

Solomon built Marlow’s first mill and the Gees established a
lasting presence in Marlow. Solomon, Stephen, Elisha,
Horace,George... five generations farmed the land, and worked the
mill, located in the intersection of Route 10 and Sand Pond Rd.
George was the last of the family to own it, having sold it to a
Massachusetts firm around 1910. He and his wife Edith moved to
the village and ran a tourist lodge in the house now owned by Art
and Mary Andreasen, which is shown in the photo below.

Through the years many Gee descendants have visited Marlow.
Whenever we learn they’ll be coming, we like to roll out the red
carpet. Last year, Bill and Cathy Gee came from Michigan to visit
the graves of Bill’s ancestors in the West Yard Cemetery. This
spring, as mentioned in our last newsletter, we welcomed Melanie
Mercier, whose grandmother, Ruth Gee, was George’s daughter.
She gave the Society a copy of Ruth’s “Memories™, recorded and
transcribed by Melanie and her sister. (continued, Page Two)














